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Major Concepts:


1 – Separation of Powers


2 – Checks and Balances


3 – Interaction Among the Branches
      NAME: __________________________________



 

      PERIOD: ____DATE DUE: ______________
CONGRESS IN ACTION
Politics and government matter—that is the single most important message of this class. Despite the fact that government substantially affects each of our lives, youth today are especially apathetic about politics and government. Whether because they feel they can't make a difference, the political system is corrupt, or they just don't care, young Americans are clearly apathetic about public affairs. And while political apathy isn't restricted to young people, a tremendous gap has opened up between the young (defined as under age 25) and the elderly (defined as over 65) on measures of political interest, knowledge, and participation. The goal of this class is to assist you in becoming a well-informed citizen by providing information and developing critical analytical skills.

This unit will cover the Constitution and the American system of Federalism.  While you may have quite a bit of knowledge in the process of creation from U.S. History, you are to pay attention to the motivations of the Founders and the systems they sought to create through this document.  You must understand why the Articles of Confederation were a failure and how the Constitution resolved those issues.  You must also understand Federalism, which describes the relationship between separate but equal levels of government in our system, and how that relationship has evolved over time.  

Project Objectives

Content Objectives

Students will understand the core philosophical ideas and key historical events and how they shaped the formation of the U.S. government.  Students will understand the principles of the U.S. Constitution, with an emphasis on federalism. 

Skill Objectives

Students will learn how to use a variety of texts to support learning in the course.  Students will learn how to take notes from texts and lectures. Students will learn how to use historical documents as evidence to form an argument about both historical and current issues. Students will learn how to work productively in groups.
	Key Concepts Short Answers
	

	CON-3.A: Describe the different structures, powers, and functions of each house of Congress.
	Pgs. 79-80,84-92, 102

	CON-3.B: Explain how the structure, powers, and functions of both houses of congress affect the policymaking process. 
	Pgs. 84-96

	CON-3.C: Explain how congressional behavior is influenced by election processes, partisanship, and divided government. 
	Pgs. 102-110

	CON-4.A: Explain how the president can implement a policy agenda. 
	Pgs. 128-141

	CON-4.B: Explain how the president’s agenda can create tension and frequent confrontations with Congress. 
	Pgs. 141-144

	CON-4.C: Explain how presidents have interpreted and justified their use of formal and informal powers. 
	Pgs.122-126, 128-137

	CON-4.D: Explain how communication technology has changed the president’s relationship with the national constituency and the other branches. 
	Pgs.146-149

	CON-5.C: Explain how other branches in the government can limit the Supreme Court’s power. 
	Pgs.212-221

	PMI-2.A: Explain how the bureaucracy carries out the responsibilities of the federal government. 
	Pgs.160-167

	PMI-2.B: Explain how the federal bureaucracy uses delegated discretionary authority for rule making and implementation. 
	Pgs.170-171

	PMI-2.C: Explain how Congress uses its oversight power in its relationship with the executive branch. 
	Pgs.88, 171-174

	PMI-2.D: Explain how the president ensures that executive branch agencies and departments carry out their responsibilities in concert with the goals of the administration.  
	Pgs.174-177

	PMI-2.E: Explain the extent to which governmental branches can hold the bureaucracy accountable given the competing interests of Congress, the president, and the federal courts. 
	Pgs.171-179


	Foundational Documents:
	Supreme Court Cases

	Federalist #70
	Baker v Carr (1962)  

	Federalist #78
	Shaw v Reno (1993) 

	U.S. Constitution 
	Marbury v Madison ( 1803) 


Resources:
· AMSCO Chapters: 3-6 (with references and applied material from all other chapters) 
· Quizlet Unit 4 CIA: Congress Vocabulary List 

· Quizlet Unit 4 CIA: Presidency and Bureaucracy  Vocabulary List 

· Youtube Channel AP Government Unit 4: Congress in Action Playlist
October/November/December 2019
	Sun.
	Monday
	Tuesday
	Wednesday
	Thursday
	Friday
	Sat.



	
	28

	29
  Intro Project

Structure of Congress
	30
Leadership/

Role of the Party
	31
Party Meeting
	1
Powers of Congress


	

	
	4
National Budget
	5
National Budget
Party Meeting


	6
Committee Meetings
	7
Committee Meetings

Quiz
	8
Executive Powers
	

	
	11
No School

	12
Public Opinion Polls

Party Meeting 
	13
Congressional Hearing

Floor Vote
	14
Bureaucracy
Floor Vote
	15
Congressional Hearing

Office Hours


	

	
	18
CONTENT REVIEW DAY 
	19
Committee Meetings

Quiz
	20
Bureaucracy

Committee Meetings


	21
Party Meeting
FRQ
	22
Committee Meetings

Office Hours


	

	
	25
	26
	27
	28
	29
	

	
	2
CONTENT REVIEW DAY
	3
Party Meeting

Committee Meetings


	4
Committee Meetings

Floor Vote 
	5
Floor Vote 
Debrief
	6
Unit Test


	

	
	9
Test Analysis 


	
	
	
	
	


Cross Curricular Writing Rubric



Student Name:     ________________________________________ 
	CATEGORY 
	6-5
	4
	3
	2-1

	FOCUS 
	Exhibits exceptional understanding of the question through out the piece.
	Exhibits complete understanding of the question through out the piece.
	Exhibits basic understanding of the question through out the piece. 
	Exhibits unclear or no understanding of the question through out the piece.

	ORGANIZATION  
	Organization is a logical progression of ideas/events and is unified and complete.  
	There is a logical progression of ideas/events and is reasonably complete, although minor lapses may be present. 
	One or more major lapses in the logical progression of ideas/events is evident. 
	Ideas/events are presented in a random fashion. 

	SUPPORT 
	Support information is related to and supportive of the topic/subject and has advanced connection to the named topic.
	Support information has minor weaknesses in relatedness to and/or support of the topic/subject. 
	Support information has major weaknesses in relatedness to and/or support of the topic/subject. 
	An attempt has been made to add support information, but it was unrelated or confusing. 

	STYLE/ MECHANICS
	Exhibits skillful use of vocabulary that is precise and purposeful.   Use of sophisiticated language and transitions.
	Exhibits reasonable use of vocabulary that is precise and purposeful. 
	Exhibits minimal use of vocabulary that is precise and purposeful. 
	Lacks use of vocabulary that is precise and purposeful. 


Score: _____________________________
Introduction

When another committee in the House reports a bill, it typically passes through the Rules Committee before going to the House floor for discussion and debate. The group limits the types or number of amendments (proposed changes to the bill) and decides whether the rule can be debated. Additionally, the Rules Committee sets the amount of speaking time available for each proposed resolution or bill. This gives the committee the ability to push bills through quietly by scheduling no time for debate or grabbing attention by allowing lengthy amounts of time for a specific bill if that is what the leadership wants.

3 Types of Vote

Voice Vote- a voting method in deliberative assemblies (such as legislatures) in which a vote is taken on a topic or motion by responding verbally.

Roll-call vote- a voting process, especially in the U.S. Congress, in which legislators are called on by name and allowed either to cast their vote or to abstain.

Teller vote- a vote in which members of Congress pass between two tellers, who write down the votes of each member, along with their names.

Basic Rule Formats

Open rules - permit the offering of any amendment that otherwise complies with House rules, and allows debate under the 5-minute rule.

Modified-Open rules - operate much like an open rule, but have some restriction on the “universe” of amendments, either through a pre-printing requirement or an overall time limit on consideration of amendments.

Structured rules - specify that only certain amendments may be considered and specify the time for debate.

Closed rules - effectively eliminate the opportunity to consider amendments, other than those reported by the committee reporting the bill.

Class Period: _______________________________  Party Affiliation: ______________________________

	Priority Rank
	Agenda Topics and Goals
	Specific Points (if applicable) 

	
	Immigration


	

	
	National Debt 


	

	
	Environmental Protection/Regulation


	

	
	Health Care 


	

	
	Terrorism


	

	
	Judicial Appointments


	


