US GOVERNMENT





NAME__________________PRIVATE 

INTEREST GROUP ACTIVITY
DIRECTIONS:  Answer the questions below as they relate to the interest group which you represent. Use their website and www.opensecrets.org ; www.commoncause.org ; or www.politics1.com or any on the accompanying assignment sheets.
1.  The name of this group is_____________________________________________________.

     The approximate number of its membership is________________________________.

2.  The type of interest group this is_______________________________.

3.  The common interest or cause of this group is

4.   Does this group participate in lobbying activities?

      Have they hired a lobbying firm/group/individual?

5.  Does this group have a PAC? (check the open secrets.org  or Politics1.com  sites)

contributions to_______________________

6.  Did this group participate in 527 activities during the presidential election? (open secrets.org)
7.  Is this group identified with a political party?  (check contribution listings)


If so, why?

8.  Where would this group fall on the political spectrum?


Why?

9.   How does this group affect the political process?

10.  Describe the media presence of this group. (Do they use social media? Appear on news programs? Commercials, etc.) 
GENERAL INFORMATION SITES

Open secrets – www.opensecrets.org
Common Cause – www.commoncause.org
Politics 1 – www.politics1.com
US Government Info - http://usgovinfo.about.com/blorgs.htm
Project Vote-Smart - http://www.vote-smart.org/issue_rating.php
Political Advocacy Groups - http://www.csuchico.edu/~kfountain/
Definition of 527 Committees - http://www.sourcewatch.org/index.php?title=527_committee
    (this site is good only for basic info – it is an editable site so it is not completely reliable)

Center for Public Intergrity  (527s)- file:///T:/SocialStudies/AP%20Government/Interest%20Groups/Silent%20Partners%20-%20The%20Center%20for%20Public%20Integrity.htm
--
