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Major Concepts:



1- Role of Interest Groups


2- Role of the Media 


3- Political Socialization/Elections


4- Iron Triangle 
      NAME: __________________________________



 

      PERIOD: _______
INSIDE THE BELTWAY 
From the previous project, it is clear that even the founders disagreed on the purposes and functions of government. Many of those debates continue on today in current events. In particular, interest groups take on specific issues and try to influence government action (or non-action) on those issues. For example, the NRA wants to limit gun legislation, while AARP wants to bolster medicare and social security. 
So how do all of these different groups influence the government? In what ways can the NRA or AARP ensure members of Congress will pass legislation that is favorable to their issue, or block legislation that is not favorable to their interests? How do interest groups organize their constituents for political gain?

The objective of this project is for students to learn how governmental institutions (i.e. the bureaucracy and congressional committees) work together with interest groups to influence and create public policy. Students take on roles as advisors to interest groups that have specific policy agendas in mind. The advisors’ goal is to help their clients draft political action plans that will further their client’s cause. Students will strategize how to help their clients win the policy agenda through a media campaign, an election strategy, and a legislative plan. While this project helps students better understand the inner workings of the executive branch and how issues networks and the iron triangle affect public policy making, it also requires students to learn how the media, elections, and public opinion influences policy making. Through creating political action plans, students will learn key concepts that pertain to the functions of government but also the role of politics in policy making (i.e. role of linkage institutions, federalism, limited government, checks and balances, and etc.)
Project Objectives

Content Objectives
Students will understand the role and relationship of various institutions of government (the President, Congress, and the bureaucracy) as well as linkage institutions (Interest Groups, media, election, and elected officials.) Students will also understand how individuals can influence policy.

Skill Objectives
Students will learn how to use a variety of texts to support learning in the course.  Students will learn how to take notes from texts and lectures. Students will learn how to examine the relationships between linkage institutions and the institutions of government. Students will learn how to work productively in groups.

	Key Concepts Short Answers
	

	PMI-4.E: Explain how political ideologies vary on the role of the government in addressing social issues. 
	Pgs. 406-412

	MPA-2.B: Explain the quality and credibility of claims based on public opinion data. 
	Pgs. 374-378

	PMI-4.A: Explain how the ideologies of the two major parties shape policy debates. 
	Pgs. 387-390

	MPA-3.C: Explain the roles that individual choice and state laws play in voter turnout in elections. 
	Pgs. 431-432, 443-444

	PMI-5.A: Describe linkage institutions.
	Pg. 424

	PMI-5.B: Explain the function and impact of political parties on the electorate and government. 
	Pgs. 452-462

	PMI-5.E: Explain the benefits and potential problems of interest-group influence on elections and policy making. 
	Pg. 528

	PRD-2.D: Explain how campaign organizations and strategies affect the election process. 
	Pgs. 501-503

	PRD-2.E: Explain how the organization, finance, and strategies of national political campaigns affect the election process. 
	Pgs. 503-511

	PRD-3.A: Explain the media’s role as a linkage institution. 
	Pgs. 557-563

	PRD-3.B Explain how increasingly diverse choices of media and communication outlets influence political institutions and behavior. 
	Pgs. 571-581

	PMI-5.G: Explain how various political actors influence public policy outcomes. 
	Pgs. 535-545


	Foundational Documents:
	Supreme Court Cases

	Federalist #10 
	Citizens United v Federal Election Commission (2010) 

	Brutus #1 
	Baker v Carr (1961)

	Letter from Birmingham Jail 
	Shaw v Reno (1993) 


Resources:
· AMSCO Book: 10--16
· Quizlet Unit 3 ITBW: Political Beliefs and Behaviors Vocabulary List 

· Quizlet Unit 3 ITBW: Political Parties and Elections Vocabulary List 
· Youtube Channel AP Government Unit 3: Inside the Beltway  Playlist
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Intro to Roles and Task/Client Research
	

	
	7
Iron Triangle/ Client Research


	8
Role of the Media 


	9
Role of the Media 


	10
Social Media & Gov’t

Media Plan Due 
	11
Bureaucracy


	

	
	14
No School
	15
Iron Triangle 
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Institutional Plan Research


	17
Institutional Plan Research

Institutional Plan Due
	18
Political ideology & socialization

	

	
	21
Election Processes
	22
Campaign Finance
Vocabulary Quiz
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Review
Election Plan Due 
	25
Project Three Test
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Test Analysis Day
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