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Judicial Decisions: Crash Course U.S. Government and Politics Video Analysis

Directions: Complete the following questions using resources from the link listed below:

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QjLcLguoKC4 (Crash Course Video)

1. How are justices, including those on the Supreme Court, supposed to make decisions?

2. In terms of their role in government, how might justices be influenced?

3. Does the President have a large impact on judicial decisions?

4. Why would the President hold some influence over lower court justices?

5. Why is it hard for judges to know who will be President when a vacancy arises on the Supreme Court?

6. What is a greater influence on justices than the President? Explain.

7. Even though it isn’t supposed to matter, what can influence a judge?

8. What would be pretty rare for a Democratic president to do?

9. What is former justice David Souter an example of?

10. How are judges influenced by their philosophical orientation? What are the two sides of this philosophy?


11. What is judicial activism? How do judicial activists behave?

12. What are activist judges supposedly eager to overturn?

13. What is judicial activism often associated with?

14. What is judicial restraint?

15. What is originalism?

16. What restrains judges who believe in judicial restraint more than the Constitution?

17. What is judicial restraint often associated with?

18. When was the “high tide” of judicial activism? Who were the Supreme Court Justices during this time?

19. What did the Supreme Court make decisions about at this time?



20. Who led the Supreme Court from the 1980’s to the early 2000’s? What was his Court known for?

21. At the time of this Crash Course videos creation, who is the Chief Justice of the Supreme Court?

22. How does the Court at the time of this videos creation break down via political ideology? Who appointed these justices?

23. How have the conservative justices been relatively activist lately?

24. Recently, what has the Roberts led court done? How does this go against judicial restraint, something conservatives should usually stand behind?

25. What does Justice Breyer, who’s usually considered politically liberal, believe about judicial change? What is he exercising?


26. Is judicial philosophy the same thing as political ideology? What’s the difference?


