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Name: ____________________________

S.C.O.T.U.S. Procedures: Crash Course U.S. Government and Politics Video Analysis

Directions: Complete the following questions using resources from the link listed below:

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7sualy8OiKk (Crash Course Video)

1. What is the first thing you need in order to go before the Supreme Court?

2. With the exception of the few cases when the Supreme Court has original jurisdiction, where must your case begin?

3. What can you apply for if you have exhausted all of your lower appeals and you still believe you have an issue worth the Supreme Court’s attention?


4. Who acts as a “bouncer” for the writs being submitted to the Supreme Court? Why does this person screen the writs?

5. If your petition to have your case heard by the Supreme Court is granted, where does it go? What do the Supreme Court justices do with this collection of petitions?

6. What is the name of the list of cases the Supreme Court actually decides to hear?

7. In order for the court to hear a case and grant certiorari, what must happen?

8. What are briefs?

9. Who are the petitioner and the respondent?

10. What is the reply?

11. What are amicus curiae? Who files these briefs?


12. What do amicus briefs often contain?

13. After the briefs have been filed, what does the court schedule? What occurs during this procedure?

14. After oral arguments, what do you wait for?

15. After oral arguments, what do the Justices do?

16. In order for the Supreme Court to render an official decision, what must occur?

17. What is a remand?

18. Who presides over the conference of Justices? What does this person assign?

19. How is the majority opinion delivered?



20. How does the Supreme Court deliver a very strong statement of united agreement? Provide an example.

21. Does the Supreme Court always issue a single opinion on the same case? What else can occur?

22. What is “the holding”?

23. Why would a Justice write a concurring opinion? How does this impact the lower courts?

24. What is the only thing that is legally binding to the lower courts?

25. Why are many Supreme Court cases not unanimous?

26. What is a dissenting opinion?

27. What does a dissent not do?

28. What can dissents do?



29. Review- What are some of the hurdles you must overcome to have your case decided by the Supreme Court?

30. Review- What is the only part of a Supreme Court decision that becomes binding legal precedent?


