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H. J. Res. 542

PUBLIC LAW 93-148

Rinety-thivd Congress of the Nnited States of %merita'

AT THE FIRST SESSION

Begun and held at the City of Washington on Wednesday, the third day of January,

one thousand nine hundred and seventy-three

Joint Resolution

Concerning the war powers of Congress and the President.

Besolved by the Senate and House oﬁspmmﬁmm of the United
States of Americain Congress assemblod,

BHORT TITER

Seerrox 1. This joint resolution may be cited as the “War Powers
Resolution”.
FURPGSE AND POLICY

Sre. 2. ‘S:) It is the ogurpoae of this joint resolution to fulfill the
intent of the framers of the Constilution of the United States und
insure thai the collective judgment of both the Congress and the
President will algply to the introduction of United States Armed
Forces into hostilities, or into situstions where imminent involvement
in hostilities is clearly indicated by the cireumstances, and to the con-
tinued use of such forces in hostilities or in such situations.

(b) Under article I, section 8, of the Constitution, it is speeifically
provided that the Congress shall have the power £o make all laws neces-
sary and proper for carrying into exeeution, not only its own powers
but also all other powers vested by the Constitution in the Govern-
ment of the United States, or in any department or officer thereof.

¢) The constitutional powers of the President as Commander-in-
Chief to introduce United States Armed Forces into hostilities, or
into situations where imminent involvement in hostilities is clearly
indicated by the circumstances, are exercised only pursuant to (1) o
declaration of war, (2) specific statutory authorization, or (3) a
national emergency crantod‘ by attack npon the United States, its ter-
ritories or possessions, or ite armed forces.

CONEULTATION

Sec. 3. The President in every possible instance shall consult with
Congress before introducing United States Armed Forces into hostili-
ties or into situations where imminent involvement in hostilities is
clearly indicated by the circumstances, and after everi such introdue-
tion shall consult regularly with the Coni;maa il United States
Armed Forces are no longer engaged in hostilities or have been removed
from such situstions.

REPORTING

Sec. 4. {(a) In the absence of a declaration of war, in any case in
which United States Armed Forces are introduced—
(1) into hestilities or into situations where imminent involve-
ment in hostilities is clearly indicated by the circumstances;
(2) into the territory, nirspace or waters of a foreign nation,
while equipped for mmi)at, except for deployments which relate
solely to sapply, replacement, repair, or fraining of such forees;

or

(3) in numbers which sobstantially enlarge United States
Axrmed Forces equipped for combat already located in a foreign
memtion ;
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the President shall submit within 48 hours 4o the Speaker of the House
of Representatives and to the President pro tempore of the Senate a
report, in writing, setting forth—
() the eircumstances necessitating the introduction of United
States Armed Forees;
(B) the constitutional and legislative aunthority under which
such introduction took phice; and 2
. {Q) the estimated scope and duration of the hostilities or
involvement,

{b) The President shall provide such other information as the
Clongress may request in the fulfillment of its constitutional responsi-
bilities with respect to committing the Nation to war and to the nse of
United States Armed Forces abroad.

(2} Whenever United States Armed Forces are introduced into
hostilities or into any situation deseribed in subsection {a) of this
section, the President shall, so long as sueh armed forces continue to be
enﬁxgcd in such hostilities or situation, report to the Cangress periadi-
eally on the status of such hostilities or situation ag well as on the
seope and duration of such hostilities or sitnation, but in no event shall
e report to the Congress less often than ence every six months,

CONGRESSIONAL ACTION

See. b, {0) Each report submitted pursuant to section 4(a) (1) shali
be transmitted to the Speaker of the House of Representatives and to
the President pro tempore of the Senate on the same calendar day.
Kach report so teansmitted shall be referved to the Committes on
Foreign Affairs of the House of Representatives and to the Committes
on Foreign Relutions of the Senate for appropriate action. If, when
the report is transmitted, the Congress has adjouwrned sine die or has
adjourned for any period in excess of three calendar days, the Spealker
of the House of Representatives and the President pro tempore of the
Senate, if they deem it advisable (or if petitioned by at least 30 per-
cent of the membership of their respective Houses) shall jointly request

President to convens Congress in order that it may consider the
report and take appropriate aetion pursuant to this section. ¢

{b) Within sixty calendar days after a rveport is submitted or is
required to be submitied pursuant to seetion 4{a} (1), whichever is
earlier, the President shall terminate auy use of United States Armed
Forces with respect to which such report was submitted (or required
to be submitted), unless the Congress (1) has declared war or has
emacted a specific authorization for such use of United States Armed
Forees, (2) has extended by law such sixty-day period, or (3) is
{rhysim}! r unsble to mest a5 o resnlt of an wrmed atteck upon the

Inited States. Such sixty-day period slall be extended for not more
than an additional thirty days if the President determines and certi-
fies to the Congress in writing that nnavoidable military n by
respecting the safety of United States Armed Forces requires the
continued use of such armed forces in the course of bringing about
a prompt removal of such forces. : s

(¢) Notwithstanding subsection (b}, at any time that United States
Armed Forces are engaged in hostilities outside the ferritory of the
United States, its possessions and territories without & declaration of
war or specific statutory suthorization, sach forees shall be Temoved
by the President if the Congress so directs by conenrrent resolution.




